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The Merchantman 


By Georgette Ruth Pardue 


Matthew 13:45, 46; Philippians 2:5, 8; John 17; 
5,24; Ephesians 3: 1012; 5: 25-27 


H, LOVING Son of God, Thou didst 
resign 
The glory which was Thine eternally ; 
To purchase men, yea, and this soul of mine. 
Didst leave Thy Throne, that they might 
ransomed be. 


Thou gavest all to rescue sinful men; 
A new creation in Thyself te make; 
A goodly Pearl, a Jewel dearer then, 
And yielded up Thy Spirit for its sake. 


Oh, blessed Son of God who gave Thy all 
To buy Thy Church, a Holy Bride for 
Thee; 


May we in wondering adoration fall, 
And praise Thee for such love unceasingly. 


wg 


Pastor Niemoeller's Courage 
Prison walls cannot bind the Gospel. 
Nero could not confine the influence of 
the Apostle Paul, and Hitler cannot 
quench, the testimony of the brave Ger- 
Man pastor, Martin Niemoeller. News 
occasionally filters through the screen 
of censorship. The April-June issue of 
Life and Liberty (Croydon, England) 
gives the following as facts: “For over 
two years the brave pastor has been in 
continuous solitary confinement, inter- 
tupted only by the daily three-quarters 
of an hour’s exercise in the yard. He 
i$ carefully segregated from those in- 
mates of the camp who do open-air 
work. On various occasions he has been 
offered his freedom,—at a price. The 
Price is his promise to preach only as 
he is bidden. That promise Niemoeller 


has resolutely refused to give. He re- 
mains in his cell in that section of the 
camp reserved for those who will never 
be released — so long as the Nazi regime 
prevails in Germany.” Paul wrote from 
prison: “My bonds in Christ are mani- 
fest in all the palace, and in all other 
places; and many of the brethren in 
the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, 
are much more bold to speak the word 
without fear” (Phil. 1:13, 14). So to- 
day it is undoubtedly true that the 
patience and resistance of such wit- 
nesses as Pastor Niemoeller are strength- 
ening the hands of many other Chris- 
tians, and helping them to stand fast 
for the Lord and proclaim without 


flinching the glorious Gospel of the Lord” 


Jesus Christ. 


7? 
His Majesty's Service 


Waves of trial are sweeping over 
Christian people in these days. Health, 
savings, homes, businesses, reputations, 
close friendships are carried away al- 
most over night. Those whose minds are 
stayed upon God are still being led 
through in triumph. A short time ago a 
small brown package, mottled and faded, 
reached THE SuNDAY SCHOOL Times. It 


% 


had two wrappers, and contained a copy 
of The Indian Christian from Belgaum, 
India. On the inside wrapper was 
stamped, “Damaged by immersion in sea 
water”; the outer one, smaller, and clean 
and new, bore a label with these words, 
“On His Majesty’s Service,” the Glasgow 
postmark, and the address of the Tres 
in Philadelphia in handwriting. In addi- 
tion, at one end, were these words writ- 
ten in ink: “Contains a fully prepaid 
postal package which has been damaged 
by sea water. Re-wrapped at Glasgow 
26-5-41.” If the package could talk, 
what would be its thrilling story? Here 
is mute evidence of disaster at sea, and 
of the scrupulous care of the British 
postal officials. And here also is a pic- 
ture of God’s care, for this “Christian” 
traveled thousands of miles over land 
and water, in spite of dangers and de- 
lays, and safely reached its destination ! 
“But now thus saith the Lord that cre- 
ated thee, O Jacob, and he that formed 
thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
thy name; thou art mine. When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee ... for I am 
the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Is- 
rael, thy Saviour” (Isa. 43: 1-3). 


“ 


The Greatness of Little Things—ll 


T HAS often been pointed out that 
the positive beauty of the holy life 
is made up of a multitude of little 


things. It is the little things of the 
hour, and not the great things of the 
age, that fill up a life like that of Paul 
and John, like that of Samuel Ruther- 
ford and David Brainerd. It is little 
words, not great and eloquent speeches 
or sermons; little deeds, not startling 
miracles or victorious battles, or some 
great heroic effort or martyrdom, that 
make up the true Christian life. And 
the negative beauty of a holy life is 
largely made up by the avoidance of 
little evils, little sins, little inconsis- 


This editorial is the concluding part of 
a sermon preached by the Rev. George Douglas 
in Philadelphia at Berachah Church, of which 
he is pastor. The first part was published 
in the Times last week. 


tencies, little weaknesses, little follies, 
little indiscretions, little indulgences of 
the flesh and of self. “But now ye also 
put off all these” (Col. 3:8). 


LITTLE THINGS DONE FOR CHRIST 
ARE SACRED 

As the distinction between “great” and 
“small” disappears from all work done 
“in the name of the Lord Jesus,” so 
does the false distinction between 
“sacred” and “secular.” In all Chris- 
tian service, whether in our own com- 
munity or in India or Africa, or any- 
where, there must be a great deal of 
very ordinary and routine kind of work 
done by somebody, and there are two 
ways of doing all these little common- 
place things: one is the way that makes 
them burdensome drudgery; and the 
other is the more excellent way that 
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transforms thera all into holy acts of 
obedience to Christ, and of humble ex- 
pressions of gratitude to God. Every- 
thing done in lowly and loving obe- 
dience to Christ, and in reverent 
submission to His will, is truly sacred 
work, because it is the Lord’s work. 
If you are really Christ’s, you are en- 
gaged in His service. “God is faithful, 
by whom ye were called unto the fel- 
lowship of his Son Jesus Christ our 
LaeG... « Therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God’s” (1 Cor. 1:9; 6:20). 
LitTLe THiIncs DONE FOR CHRIST 
ARE ETERNAL 

Someone has said that if we act rightly 
at the moment we shall have performed 
a good action for eternity. We should 
never forget the solemn revelation of 
the far-reaching effects of all the little 
things done in the life and service of 
Christian believers. “For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). 

When Paul sat down in his prison cell 
in Rome to write this letter, under the 
guidance and inspiration of the Spirit, 
he meant to teach and fortify a little 
company of believers away in remote 
Colosse. That was all. But God has 
made that apparently little thing — the 
writing of a letter — the means of edify- 
ing believers in all the world for nearly 
two thousand years now, for that little 
letter has been translated into more 
than one thousand~ languages! The 
scope of its influence is universal, and 
the duration of its influence has already 
been nearly two millenniums, remind- 
ing us of our Lord’s words: “I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should remain” (John 
15:16). 

When Tychicus got his letter bag on 
his back, and set out for Colosse, he 
was helping to set holy influences in 
motion that will endure in their blessed 
effects to all eternity! Millions of souls 
have found “peace with God” through 
a single verse in this letter that Tychicus 
carried safely to its destination. That 
single verse has this clause in it: “And, 
having made peace through the blood 
of his cross” (Col. 1:20). And millions 
more have been edified, comforted, and 
fortified by its revelation of the supreme 
dignity, deity, and eternal glory of 
Jesus Christ, and the eternal purpose 
of His reconciling work set forth in 
chapter one, verses fifteen to twenty- 
three. 

Therefore, in view of the greatness, 
sacredness, and eternal influence of 
little things done in the service of 
Christ, “be ye stedfast, unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 
Cor. 15:58). 
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A humble and obscure may preached 
in a little Methodist chapel in the south- 
east of England one Sunday. It seemed 
a very litiie thing. A boy, fifteen years 
of age, was in the little congregation, 
driven in by a snowstorm. The lay 
preacher gave out Isaiah 45:22 as his 
text: “Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth: for I am God, 
and there is none else.” As that unedu- 
cated man stumbled along as well as 
he could, the light of God’s love and 
salvation dawned in that young boy’s 


ae 
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heart. He went out of that little chapel 
saved, and soon became a famous boy 
preacher. His name was Charles Had. 
don Spurgeon. Tens of thousands of 
people have beeh led to Christ by 
means of Spurgeon’s sermons. 

‘ We need the power of the Holy Spirit 
to enable us to do everything “heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men; know. 
ing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve 
the Lord Christ.” 

















Notes ON OPEN LETTERS e 





Choosing a Life Partner 


A short time ago my daughter informed 
me of her engagement to a young man 
whom she has known only about six 
weeks, and who, she admitted, is not a 
Christian. 

She is one who knows and loves the 
Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Saviour, 
and I tried my best to convince her that 
she, as a child of God, ought not to be 
unequally yoked with an _ unbeliever, 
but all she would say was that she hoped 
he would, some day, accept Christ. 

You can't imagine how heartsick I am, 
for she has been so enthusiastic in Chris- 
tian work,—tract distribution and per- 
sonal evangelism particularly, — and I feel 
sure that if she marries the man she will 
eventually follow his way of life and drop 
her contact with the things of God. I 
told her so, but she refused to believe it. 

I haven't met the man, and know noth- 
ing about him, but he so completely 
charmed and fascinated my daughter that 
she was driving his car within a week 
after she met him for the first time! 

Her mother is not a Christian, so does 
not see eye to eye with me on the matter. 
I've laid it before our Heavenly Father, 
and I don’t know what else to do. 

Six years ago I told the good news to 
a young lady atheist who frequented the 
night clubs, drank, etc., and, after three 
months of working with her, saw her 
come from death unto life, and observed 
the change it wrought in her life. She 
had been keeping company with a young 
man for several years and thought she 
was in duty bound to marry him, which 
she did a few months afterward. She 
still loves the Lord and is grateful for 
her salvation, but she has long since stop- 
ped going to public worship, simply be- 
cause her unbelieving husband has dis- 
couraged her Christian activity. 

I told my daughter that would probably 
happen to her also, but she couldn’t be- 
lieve it. SHE is “different.” 


Before this letter came from the dis- 
tressed father, the Trmes had received 
another, unsigned letter that gives a 
tragic illustration from -actual experi- 
ence of what. often happens when a 
Christian marries out of the will of 
God. This personal testimony also 
raises another question: 

I would like to ask a question. I had 
becn raised in a Christian home and was 


taught that God heard and answered 
prayer. As a young girl I prayed that 


God would guide and direct me in my 
choice of a life partner, that He would 
not let me make a mistake. This prayer 


was mine from the time I was about 
eighteen until I married at about twenty- 
eight. When I married I was very sure 
that I was marrying the right one, though 
my prospective husband was not a Chris- 
tian. I dedicated my married life to 
God and considered my vows as taken 
before Him. 

A child was born to us, and I have 
tried in every way to have my home a 
Christian home. My child is a Christian 
and is now almost twenty years old. My 
husband seems to respect my belief but 
has never accepted it. 

My problem is this: my husband, though 
kind, has two codes of morals, one for 
men and one for women. I know he has 
not been true to me or his marriage vows 
and thinks that is his privilege. This 
has been very hard for me to bear as I 
was raised in a home that considered 
marriage vows sacred. 

Knowing that young people’s lives are 
hurt by broken homes, and believing in 
divine guidance and prayer, I have con- 
tinued to keep the home together and 
hope and pray for a divine solution to 
my problem. Do you believe this is right, 
or should a middle-aged wife break up a 
marriage of about twenty years when her 
husband is unfaithful? 


The second letter is a convincing an- 
swer to the first, and should be enough 
(though it may not be) to persuade the 
Christian father’s daughter that she 
ought not to marry the unbelieving 
young man with whom she has become 
infatuated. The writer of the second 
letter is troubled over the matter of 
guidance because she made the all too 
common mistake of praying for light on 
a matter in which the Word had already 
given specific instructions. Paul wrote 
to the Corinthian Church, “Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers: for what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath light with dark- 
ness?” (2 Cor. 6:14.) If disaster does not 
come to those who disobey these words 
in respect to marriage, it is only because 
of the goodness and mercy, and grace of 
God. But where the mistake has al- 
ready been made, while there are almost 
certain to be trials, yet, if even one 
partner shows humility and repentance 
and trust in God, many difficulties can 
be overcome. 


(Continued on page 698) 
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How the Zamzam Missionaries Reached Port 


When their Heavenly Pilot steered them through 


By Roy F. Brill 














the saying, “Zamzam Wondering 
and Wandering Society, South At- 
lantic Chapter,” on the iron work of 
the hold directly over our beds. It was 
not long, however, until we had passed 
out of the South Atlantic chapter into 


O« of the ambulance boys painted 


- the North Atlantic one, and in all that 


time we saw no smoke on the horizon 
indicating the presence of a ship. 

The promises given us now, one by 
one, began to vanish in thin air, but 
our God changed not, neither yet His 
promises. Never during all this time 
was there the manifestation of bitter- 
ness or resentment on the part of any 
missionary because of the manner in 
which God was leading. Each was seek- 
ing to know just what lessons the Lord 
had in the experiences through which 
we were now passing. Many times the 
Lord works in mysterious ways, His 
wonders to perform, but they are always 
the right ways. We felt that, with the 
Psalmist, we could say, “All this is come 
upon us; yet have we not forgotten 
thee, neither have we dealt falsely in 
thy covenant. Our heart is not turned 
back, neither have our steps declined 
from thy way; though thou hast sore 
broken us in the place of dragons, and 
covered us with the shadow of death” 
(Psa. 44:17-19). 


Meditation in the Night Watches 


Awakened during the course of the 
night season and finding it impossible 
to go to sleep again, I decided to de- 
vote my time to prayer. Like a flash 
there came to mind the verse, “Except 
acorn of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12: 
24). I thought of the death of the Sav- 
iour and the millions that have come 
to the knowledge of eternal life because 
of that sacrificial death. Opening up 
my heart to the Lord, I said, “Lord, if 
we are called upon to give our lives 
at this time, so touch the hearts of the 
believers and unbelievers at home that 
much fruit shall come from it.” Until 
the wee hours of the morning there was 
this sweet fellowship with the Lord, and 
how near and dear He became. This 
was the experience of but one evening 
and I was but one among many that 
doubtless were raising their voices in 
prayer unto the Lord., How it must have 
been as sweet incense before His throne 
of grace. Thank God, prayer does 
change things. 


Becoming concerned about the pres- 
ence of danger and the lack of rafts 





The German captain of the Dres- 
den called it “luck.” But the Zam- 
zam missionaries who were crowded 
in prison quarters aboard his ship 
knew that it was neither chance nor 
the captain’s skill that brought them 
into port. A better Pilot than any 
in the German navy,—or in any 
other navy, — had led His own safely 
through perils from submarines and 
even a British convoy, as_ well 
as through perils from sickness and 
infection. 

Although this third article con- 
cludes Mr. Brill’s story, there will 
be other testimonies of God’s deliv- 
erance of the Zamzam missionaries 
in a later issue of the Times. 








and lifeboats, we approached Captain 
Jager and asked if he would not make 
adequate provision for all on board. 
Almost immediately the work of build- 
ing other life rafts was begin, these 
being made from the empty oil drums 
of which there was abundance. Upon 
completion, twenty men were assigned 
to each one. The women and most of 
the children were assigned to two .of 
the Zamzam lifeboats. The men were 
divided between the rafts and the life- 
boats of the Dresden. From the man- 
ner in which Captain Jager conducted 
and supervised the lifeboat drills that 
we had, we felt there would be no dis- 
order in time of emergency. 

Going over to see Kitty one day, I 
was surprised to find her somewhat fear- 
ful. “I cannot understand,” she said, 
“why this feeling should be in my heart 
when, until this point, I have had per- 
fect peace and the grace of the Lord 
has been abundantly sufficient.” We 
took this matter to the Lord in prayer, 
and the following day when I visited 
her she was a different person. The 
evening before, while having her devo- 
tions, the Lord led her to read Psalm 
53, and when she came to the fifth verse 
the Lord spoke to her heart: “There 
were they in great fear, where no fear 
was.” Again there was peace, and a 
note of praise was raised for the very 
definite answer to prayer. 


New Dangers Ahead 

Gathered together by Captain Jager, 
we were informed that dangerous waters 
lay ahead of us. We were warned of 
the necessity of being alert to danger 
and told we must constantly have our 
life belts with us. How thankful we 


were that the weather was somewhat 





cold, for we could now ask the chil- 
dren to sleep with the clothes on with- 
out informing them of the danger. Sev- 
eral of the women volunteered to be 
constantly with the children as they 
played on the deck during the course of 
the day. An airplane, we were told, 
might suddenly appear and machine- 
gun us. “Do not be so foolish as to 
stay on deck, but go in the hold and the 
steel plates of the ship will afford pro- 
tection.” Approaching the Captain, I 
asked him what we should do if a plane 
loosed a bomb. He remarked, “When 
that happens I will be on the bridge, 
hoping with all my might that it will 
not drop near it.” “But what about 
the women and the children?” I asked. 
He shrugged his shoulders and said, 
“I’m sorry, but I cannot do anything 
about that.” Thus he threw off all re- 
sponsibility. 

Until this point we had been having 
one group prayer meeting each day, 
but now it was suggested that we have 
another from 3 to 4 in the afternoon. 
Seated on the mattresses in the hold, 
we petitioned the Lord, pouring out our 
hearts before Him on behalf of our- 
selves, the women and the children. One 
thing I remember so well during the 
course of those meetings,—the desire 
to see souls saved. Praise Him, He did 
speak to several hearts, bringing them 
to a saving knowledge of Jesus as their 
Saviour. 


The Blessing of Rough Waters 


On Monday, the twelfth of May, we 
saw smoke on the horizon for the first 
time. Captain Jager did not seem so 
much concerned. Whereas at the time 
of.the shelling of the Zamzam the ocean 
was so calm, now it was quite rough. 
Told that it insured us against sub- 
marine activity, we thanked God; He 
doeth all things well. The following 
evening, although we did not see smoke, 
the ship started to turn in circles, and 
zigzag. Was there a submarine near? 
On this point we were not enlightened 
for some time. We learned later that 
the Dresden had almost blundered into 
a British convoy. The waves swept 
against the side of the ship with a 
vengeance. One large lifeboat on the 
port side of the ship was nearly carried 
away. In the hold next to us several 
empty oil drums rolled and banged to- 
gether all night, so there was very little 
sleep obtained by anyone. By now we 
were accustomed to sleeping with our 
clothes on, but what we would have 
not given for = ¢gad bath! Our mat- 
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tresses became dirtier, while the hold 
on the whole was by no means the acme 
of perfection. Many had colds, and how 
easy it would have been for sickness 
to sweep through the entire group in 
those close quarters. Gradually the dis- 
tance was becoming less, and on Sun- 
day, May 18th, Captain Jager informed 
us that on the morrow we would be 
in Spanish territorial waters. Our des- 
tination was not revealed and we won- 
dered whether it would be Spain or 
occupied France. 

“A light!” The cry was going from 
person to person, and soon a group 
gathered by the rail and looked ahead 
at the light. It was flashing intermit- 
tently, and at first we thought it was 
a British ship signaling us to stop or 
disclose our identity. Who can de- 
scribe the unspeakable joy in our hearts 
when Captain Jager from his position 
on the bridge told us it was the light 
of Cape Finistre on the coast of Spain. 
In his familiar way he said, “Did I not 
say that I would bring you safely 
through? Luck has been with me.” 
Little did he realize that our blessed 
Lord had been the Pilot. He had been 
leading His own in the right way. We 
had so desired to manifest another light, 
namely Jesus, who is the Light of the 
world (John 8:12), to those in gross 
darkness in Africa. “Lord,” we cried; 
“bring the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Christ to darkened hearts in Africa, 
rejoice their hearts as you have ours 
this day.” With great anticipation for 
the morning we went to bed, and next 
morning as we came on deck we 
saw green grass, houses, and little 
churches with their spires for the first 
time in thirty-three days. The light 
the evening before had indicated good 
things were in store, but now we con- 
stantly marveled in the beauty of the 
coast of Spain. 

Standing together that last day, we 
learned that those traveling on Canadian 
or British passports would be taken on 
to Bordeaux. The others would be taken 
to shore in motor launches. We were 
at St. Jean de Luze, in the southwest 
corner of occupied France. This part- 
ing from friends and loved ones was 
the hardest thing we had to face. Tears 
flowed as we realized that the future 
held more testings physically for them, 
and groups could be seen praying, com- 
mitting one another to the Lord in the 
hour of parting. Some mothers and 
fathers who have children in the United 
States were taken on to Germany. Hus- 
bands were separated from their wives. 
Of our group (Africa Inland Mission), 
three were taken on, and I shall never 
forget the face of Brother Guilding as 
he read, “But we had the sentence of 
death in ourselves, that we should not 
trust in ourselves, but in God which 
raiseth the dead: who delivered us from 
so great a death, and doth deliver: in 
whom we trust that he will yet deliver 
us” (2 Cor. 1:9, 10). Dear reader, won’t 
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you stop just now and ask the Lord to 
sustain these missionaries and make 
them a blessing to all whom they con- 
tact in the internment camp? They 
obeyed God when He called them to 
service. Will you heed Him when He 
says, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men’? (Matt. 4:19.) 

Taken on shore at 4 P. M. we were 
instantly bundled into buses and taken 
twelve miles to the north to Biarritz. 
Staying here in a hotel by the side of 
the sea for almost two weeks, our hearts 
were touched with the deplorable con- 
dition under which the French people 
are living. Their need falls in three 
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lines, food, clothing, and fuel. 
listed the following in my diary: 
Bananas—$ .60 a doz. 
Radishes—$ .10 a small bunch 
Raisins—$ .64 a Ib. 
Butter—One pound per adult per month 
Eggs—One per child per month 
Meat—2 1-2 oz. per week per adult person 
Passing from Biarritz to Spain our 
eyes beheld many children who were 
thin and sickly looking, due primarily 
to lack of food. Hair disheveled, bodies 
dirty, clothing in tatters, they represent 
a great need. It was to one of these 
little girls that I gave a whole wheat roll 
that had been given us in a box lunch 
(Continued on page 698) 
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THE SHET-UP POSY 


By Annie Trumbull Slosson 








*TSHE first story I ever heard the child 

tell was one of those which seemed 
to hold comfort and cheer for herself 
or for humble little souls like her. It 
was a story of the closed gentian, the 
title of which she announced, as she al- 
ways did, loudly, and with an amusing 
little air of self-satisfaction. 


Tue SHET-uP Posy 


Once there was a posy. ‘Twa’n’t a 
common kind o’ posy, that blows out 
wide open, so’s everybody can see its 
outsides and its insides too. But ’twas 
one of them posies like what grows 
down the road, back o’ your Pa’s sugar 
house, Danny, and don’t come till way 
towards fall.. They’re sort o’ blue, but 
real dark, and they look’s if they was 
buds ’stead o’ posies,— only buds opens 
out, and these doesn’t. They’re all shet 





Last week Mr. Ridgway gave his 
readers a glimpse of this lovely New 
England story by Mrs. Slosson. She 
was a sister of Dr. Henry Clay Trum- 
bull. During the many months spent 
each year at her summer home in the 
White Mountains of New Hampshire, 
she made many friends among her 
neighbors, and with the skill of an artist 
reproduced in word pictures the wood- 
land and village scenes and the quaint 
conversation of the people. ‘Fishin’ 
Jimmy” was one of her best known 
books. Many of her characters seemed 
so real that people sometimes came to 
her summer home to learn where they 
lived. This beautiful allegory is re- 
printed at Mr. Ridgway’s request, and 
taken from the book entitled “Story- 
Tell Lib” (Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1902, 
out of print). The story is told by an 
imaginary, winsome little girl, of whom 
Mrs. Slosson wrote: “Her real name, 
as she often told me, ringing out each 
syllable proudly in her shrill sweet 
voice, was Elizabeth Rowena Marietta 
York. A stately name, indeed, for the 
little crippled, stunted, helpless crea- 
ture, and I myself could never think 
of her by any name but the one the 
village people used, Story-Tell Lib.” 











up close and tight, and they never, 
never, never opens. Never mind how 
much sun they get, never mind how 
much rain or how much drouth, whether 
it’s cold or hot, them posies stay shet 
up tight, kind o’ buddy, and not finished 
and humly. But if you pick ’em open, 
real careful, with a pin, —I’ve done it, — 
you find they’re dreadful pretty inside. 

You couldn’t see a posy that was fin- 
ished off better, soft and nice, with 
pretty little stripes’ painted on ’em, and 
all the little things like threads in the 
middle, sech as the open posies has, 
standing up, with little knots on their 
tops, oh, so pretty,—you never did! 

Well, ’twas one o’ that kind o’ posy I 
was goin’ to tell you about. ‘Twas 
one o’ the shet-uppest and the buddiest 
of all on ’em, all blacky-blue and 
straight up and down, and shet up fast 
and tight. Nobody’d ever dream ’twas 
pretty inside. And the funniest thing, it 
didn’t know ’twas so itself! It thought 
’twas a mistake somehow, thought it 
had oughter been a posy, and was begun 
for one, but wa’n’t finished, and ‘twas 
terr’ble unhappy. It knew there was 
pretty posies all ’round there, golden- 
rod and purple daisies and all; and their 
inside was the right side, and they was 
proud of it, and held it open, and showed 
the pretty lining, all soft and nice with 
the little fuzzy yeller threads standin’ 
up, with little balls on their tip ends. 
And the shet-up posy felt real bad; not 
mean and hateful and begrudgin’, you 
know, and wantin’ to take away the nice 
part of the other posies, but sorry, and 
kind o’ ’shamed. 

“Oh, deary me!” she says,—I most 
forgot to say "twas a girl posy, — “deary 
me, what a humly, skimpy, awk’ard 
thing I be! I ain’t more’n half made; 
there ain’t no nice, pretty lining inside 
o’ me, like them other posies; and ony 
my wrong side shows, and that’s just 
plain and common. I can’t chirk up 
folks like the goldenrod and daisies 
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does. Nobody won’t want to pick me 
and carry me home. I ain’t no good to 
anybody, and I never shall be.” 

So she kep’ on, thinkin’ these dreadful 
sorry thinkin’s, and most wishin’ she’d 
never been made at all. You know 
twa’n’t jest at fust she felt this way. 
Fust she thought she was a bud, like 
lots o’ buds all ’round her, and she lotted 
on openin’ like they did. But when the 
days kep’ passin’ by, and all the other 
buds opened out, and showed how pretty 
they was, and she didn’t open, why, then 
she got terr’ble discouraged; and I don’t 
wonder a mite. She’d see the dew a-lay- 
in’ soft and cool on the other posies’ 
faces, and the sun a-shinin’ warm on 
’em as they held ’em up, and sometimes 
she’d see a butterfly come down and 
light on ’em real soft, and kind o’ put 
his head down to ’em, ’s if he was kiss- 
in’ ’em, and she thought ’twould be 
powerful nice to hold her face up to 
all them pleasant things. But she 
couldn’t. 

But one day, afore she’d got very old, 
‘fore she’d dried up or fell off, or any- 
thing like that, she see somebody comin’ 
along her way. "Twas a man, and he 
was lookin’ at all the posies real hard 
and partic’lar, but he’ wasn’t pickin’ any 
of ’em. Seems ’s if he was lookin’ for 
somethin’ diff’rent from what he see, and 
the poor little shet-up posy begun to 
wonder what he was arter. Bimeby she 
braced up, and she asked him about it 
in her shet-up, whisp’rin’ voice. And 
says he; the man says: “I’m a-pickin’ 
posies. That’s what I work at most o’ 
the time. ’Tain’t for myself,” he says, 
“but the one I work for. I’m on’y his 
help. I run errands and do chores for 
him, and it’s a partic’lar kind o’ posy 
he’s sent me for to-day.” “What for does 
he want ’em?” says the shet-up posy. 
“Why, to set out in his gardin,” the man 
says. “He’s got the beautif’lest gardin 
you never see, and I pick posies for ’t.” 
“Deary me,” thinks she to herself, “I 
jest wish he’d pick me. But I ain’t the 
kind, I know.” And then she says, so 
soft he can’t hardly hear her, “What 
sort o’ posies is it you’re arter this time?” 
“Well,” says the man, “it’s a dread- 
ful sing’lar order I’ve got to-day. I got 
to find a posy that’s handsomer inside 
than ’tis outside, one that folks ain’t 
took no notice of here, ’cause ’twas kind 
0’ humly and queer to look at, not know- 
in’ that inside ’twas as handsome as any 
posy on the airth. Seen any o’ that kind?” 
Says the man. 

Well, the shet-up posy was dreadful 
worked up. “Deary dear!” she says to 
herself, “now if they’d on’y finished me 
off inside! I’m the right kind outside, 
humly and queer enough, but there’s 
nothin’ worth lookin’ at inside,—I’m 
certin sure o’ that.” But she didn’t say 
this nor anything else out loud, and 
bimeby, when the man had waited, and 
didn’t get any answer, he begun to look 
at the shet-up posy more partic’lar, to 
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see why she was so mum... And all of 
a suddent he says, the man did, “Looks 
to me ’s if you was somethin’ that kind 
yourself, ain’t ye?” “Oh, no, no, no!” 
whispers the shet-up posy. “I wish I 
was, I wish I was. I’m all right outside, 
humly and awk’ard; queer’s I can be, 
but I ain’t pretty inside,—oh! I most 
know I ain’t.” “I ain’t so sure o’ that 
myself,” says the man, “but I can tell 
in a jiffy.” “Will you have to pick me 
to pieces?” says the shet-up posy. “No, 
ma’am,” says the man; “I’ve got a way 0’ 
tellin’, the one I work for showed me.” 
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The shet-up posy never knowed what 
he done to her. I don’t know myself, 
but ’twas somethin’ soft and pleasant, 
that didn’t hurt a mite, and then the 
man he says, “Well, well, well!” That’s 
all he said, but he took her up real 
gentle, and begun to carry her away. 
“Where be ye takin’ me?” says the shet- 
up posy. “Where ye belong,” says the 
man; “to the gardin o’ the one I work 
for,” he says. “I didn’t know I was 
nice enough inside,” says the shet-up 
posy, very soft and still. “They most 
gen’ally don’t,” says the man. 








even on a sinking ship 








“Safe Am I, in the Hollow of His Hand” 


How we proved that God's grace is sufficient, 


By J. Fred Young 














HORTLY after five-thirty on the 
morning of April 17, the stillness 
and peacefulness of the morning was 
broken by the terrific crash of shells 
and the roar of cannon. Immediately 
we realized that we, in spite of assur- 
ances given us that we were on a neutral 
vessel, were actually being shelled. 
After closing the door to our cabin 
in order to prevent injury from flying 
shrapnel we began to dress. Shells 
were bursting in quick succession as 
the German raider found the range. 
Amid the confusion and noise the 
chorus “Safe Am I” came to our minds. 
Such reassuring words they were: 
“Safe am I, safe am I, in the hollow of 
His hand, 
Sheltered o’er, sheltered o’er, by His love 
forevermore. 
No evil can harm me, no foe alarm me, 
For He keeps both day and night 


Safe am I, safe am I, in the hollow of 
His hand.” 





Mr. and Mrs. Young were on their 
way to Africa on the Zamzam, as 
missionaries of the Africa Inland 
Mission. Mr. Young was saved seven 
years ago in the Marcus Hook Bap- 
tist Church, Marcus Hook, Pa., un- 
der the ministry of Anthony Zeoli. 
He met Mrs. Young at the Moody 
Bible Institute, and they were mar- 
ried after their graduation in 1938. 
Mr. Young has had two pastorates 
in Michigan. At the time of their 
departure Mrs. Young’s support had 
been undertaken by the Highland 
Park Baptist Church, Highland 
Park, Mich.; and Mr. Young’s, by 
the Berean Baptist Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. He adds his testi- 
mony to that of the other mission- 
aries, and speaks of two hymns that 
brought special blessing to their 
hearts. 











Instead of becoming panic-stricken, as 
we had thought we would in such cir- 
cumstances, we were kept in perfect 
calmness and peace, by the Lord, who 
made real to us the promfse, “Lo, I am 
with you alway.” 

The shelling lasted perhaps ten min- 
utes, and then we opened our door. As 
we looked out on the calm sea, the sun 
was shining brightly, indifferent to the 
tragedy that was taking place. Looking 
up and down the deck we could see 
many familiar faces as the passengers 
made their way to the boat stations. 
There was little excitement as families 
gathered there awaiting the lowering of 
the boats. Before going to our station 
we turned back to the cabin and with 
bowed head gave thanks to God for 
deliverance thus far, and commended our 
lives to His keeping as we prepared to 
abandon the ship. 

Two lifeboats had been shot away and 
the remaining ones filled quickly and 
pulled away. We found ourselves stand- 
ing on the deck of the almost deserted 
ship with all boats pulling away. There 
was only one thing to do—get off as 
best and as quickly as we could. Fol- 
lowing the chief officer up to the top 
deck we found rafts ready for launch- 
ing. After helping to launch these we 
found that they quickly drifted away 
from the ship, so that we hurriedly went 
down to the middle deck again and 
climbed down a rope ladder, lowering 
ourselves into the sea and swimming 
some sixty or seventy yards to the raft. 
Soon we had six or seven passengers 
on the raft and tried to row it toward 
the raider, which was already taking 
the others on board. 

On the deck of the raider we dried 
our wet clothing in the warm sunshine. 
A New Testament was the only portion 
of God’s Word we were able to bring 
with us. One of the missionaries near 
by leafed through its wet pages and 
found the passage in Acts 27:22 which 







1 
q 


698 * 


seemed to stand out so prominently. He 
stopped and read the words and then 
called our attention to them: “And now 
I exhort you to be of good cheer: for 
there shall be no loss of life among 
you, but of the ship.” How real this 
promise was to our hearts, and how true 
it proved to be! With shells having 
hit all over the ship, above us, below 
us, on either side of us, even beneath 
the water line, not one was killed, and 
more than that, even, not one mission- 
ary was injured in any way! 

Shortly after we were taken aboard 
the raider we looked across the sea, 
and there in the sky above was a beau- 
tiful and perfect rainbow near the 
stricken Zamzam. Its colors were vividly 
clear and the entire bow could be seen. 
Missionaries and others stood in rever- 
erent awe and a hush seemed to settle 
over the deck of that ship as we gazed 
at this phenomenon, for the sun was shin- 
ing brightly and we had seen no rain. 
Yet our God chose this means of reveal- 
ing His presence to us there in the midst 
of the ocean. “If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea; even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
hold me” (Psa. 139:9, 10). At the most 
critical times throughout the entire ex- 
perience other rainbows appeared to 
assure us that our Great Protector was 
hovering near and was watching over 
His children. 

As the long days and nights wore on 
and the dangers increased daily, we 
could’ lie down and sleep at night in 
perfect peace and calmness of heart. 
Many of God’s precious promises be- 
came a living reality as we had occa- 
sion to find them an _ experimental 
reality. 

Safe home in America, we think back 
over the days of testing and trials on 
the German boat. Many incidents seem 
to stand out more than others and in- 
dicate the very presence of the Lord. 
We had been able to salvage some 
phonograph records from the Zamzam, 
and one in particular proved a real 
blessing to our hearts. This was the 
hymn, “Trust in the Lord,” written by 
T. O. Chisholm and Wendell P. Loveless 
and sung by Douglas Davies, and it 
challenged our hearts many times as we 
listened to the rich baritone voice sing- 
ing this message over and over again 
out there on the ocean waste. “Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart, this 
is God’s gracious command; . . . What- 
ever thy lot, it mattereth not, for noth- 
ing can trouble thee there.” Some- 
times God has to speak to His children 
in many ways, but as He spoke through 
the stanzas of this hymn, our hearts 
thrilled as we realized that God was 
challenging us to listen to His words 
of assurance. 

Truly He was with us all the way 
through, and we would not speak a word 
of regret. We truly believe that “all 
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things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the 
called accordifg to his purpose”; that 
this was His permissive will. And now 
as we look forward to going again, we 
believe that He is still leading the way 
and will work out His perfect will in 
our lives and will use this seeming 
tragedy to His glory. 

Marcus Hook, Pa. 


we 


How the Zamzam Missionaries 
Reached Port 


(Continued from.page 696) 


by the American Red Cross at San Se- 
bastian in Spain. She snatched it almost 
greedily, and instantly there was a 
group about her, holding up hands to 
us in the train and asking for bread. 
Our best accommodations were at Sin- 
tra, just twenty miles outside of Lisbon. 
H-re we really enjoyed ourselves. 

Trying in every possible way to get on 
to the land of our adoption, we found 
every avenue closed. Perhaps we could 
not fully see or understand the manner 
in which the Lord was working, but 
we could certainly trust. Had He not 
said, “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according 
to his purpose”? (Rom. 8:28.) Yes, and 
this was a part of the all things. 

Greeted by friends and loved ones on 
coming home on the S.S. Exeter, I was 
repeatedly asked the question, “Roy, do 
you think that the Lord really opened 
the way for you to go back to the field, 
and led you to make booking aboard the 
Zamzam?” “Yes, I do; I know that He 
led us forth ‘by the right way,’ continued 
to lead us on in the same way, and has 
brought us back still in the same way,” 
is invariably the reply that I have given. 
Our God never makes a mistake. But 
they said, “How about the loss of all 
your goods?” The equipment lost is 
not to be compared to the manner in 
which we have become enriched in the 
knowledge of the Lord. We feel we are 
exceedingly rich. Now, even in these 
troublous times, we are setting our faces 
to the field. We do not feel defeated 
in the midst of adverse circumstances. 
Rather, may our attitude be as that of 
the Lord Jesus: who, knowing the cross 
was before Him, set His face as a flint 
to go to Jerusalem. 

In the center of the circle 

Of the will of God I stand: 
There can come no second causes, 
All must come from His dear hand. 


All is well! For ‘tis my Father 
Who my life hath planned. 


Shall I pass through waves of sorrow? 
Then I know it will be best; 
Though I cannot tell the reason, 
I can trust, and so am blest. 
God is Love, and God is faithful, 
So in perfect Peace I rest. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


August 30, 1941 


Choosing a Life Partner 
(Continued from second page) 


God’s guidance was not at fault when 
this woman prayed for the right hus- 
band more than twenty years ago, nor 
were her prayers, but she made the 
great mistake when she turned her face 
from the clear light of God’s Word and 
disobeyed Him. We cannot expect God’s 
leading or blessing when we take such 
a course. But she has done well “to 
keep the home together and hope and 
pray for a divine solution to my prob- 
lem,” and it is good to note that her 
child is a Christian. This fact and her 
husband’s respect show that God has 
heard and answered prayer in spite of 
her failure. Paul also has an inspired 
word on this subject, for he writes: 
“And the woman which hath an husband 
that believeth not, and if he be pleased 
to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 
For the unbelieving husband is sanc- 
tified by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is sanctified by the husband: else 
were your children unclean; but now 
are they holy. . . . For what knowest 
thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save 
thy husband?” (1 Cor. 7:13-16.) 

Dr. Trumbull once told a consecrated 
Christian girl who had announced her 
engagement to a man who was just a 
nominal Christian: “You will never be 
happy. You cannot be. You might be 
happy for one year, or maybe five years, 
but it cannot last, for God has allowed 
you to drink deep of the Water of Life, 
and a Christless marriage will be so 
shallow!” But the girl thought she 
knew best and married. When, many 
years later she was asked if she had 
ever once regretted her marriage, her 
reply was: “No, not one time, but a 
thousand and one times. How right Dr. 
Trumbull was!” 

The clear teaching of Scripture should 
lead the younger woman to give up her 
stubborn determination to marry the un- 
believer. “His commandments are not 
grievous [or burdensome]” (1 John 5: 
3); “and the Lord commanded us to do 
all these statutes, to fear the Lord our 
God, for our good always” (Deut. 6:24); 
and the better we know Him the more 
we come to love “that good, and ac- 
ceptable, and perfect, will of God” 
(Rom, 12:2). It may be that we shall 
not fully understand the reason for some 
of His commandments until we are in 
Heaven, but experience and the Word 
teach us that obedience is the only way 
to the greatest happiness and widest 
usefulness. 

But we never can prove 

The delights of His love 

Until all on the altar we lay; 

For the favor He shows, 


And the joy He bestows, ¢ 
Are for them who will trust and obey. 


Trust and obey, 

For there’s no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, 
But to trust and obey. 








——) 
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LESSON 11. 


SEPT. 14. THE ETERNAL GOD, THE SOURCE OF HELP 


International Uniform Lesson.— Revelation 7:9 -17 
Golden Text.—Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.—Rev. 4:8 


———_=} 

















Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Rev. 7:9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which 
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about 
the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on 
their faces, and worshipped God, 7 


12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanks- 
giving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What 
are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came 
they? 

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to 
me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. 

15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve 
him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is ‘in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: 
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 


——— 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Rev. 7:9 After these things I saw, and behold, a great multi- 
tude, which no man could number, out of every nation and of all 
tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, arrayed in white robes, and palms in their 
hands; 10 and they cry with a great voice, saying, 
Salvation unto our God who sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb. 
11 And all the angels were standing round about the throne, 
and about the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell 
before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 12 saying, 
Amen: / Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honor, and power, and might be unto our God “for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, These that 
are arrayed in the white robes, who are they, and whence came 
they? 14 And I *say unto him, My lord, thou knowest. And 
he said to me, These are they that come out of the great tribu- 
lation, and they washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore are they before the throne 
of God; and they serve him day and night in his ‘temple: and 
he that sitteth on the throne shall spread his tabernacle over 
them. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor any heat: 17 for the 
Lamb that is in the midst ° of the throne shall be their shepherd, 
and shall guide them unto fountains of waters of life: and God 
shall wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
1Gr., The blessing, and the glory, etc. *Gr., unto the ages 
of the ages. *Gr., have said. ‘*Or, sanctuary. *Or, before. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 

TRICTLY speaking, the lovely 

scene portrayed in these verses is 

a foreshadowing of the happiness 
of those who will be redeemed from the 
earth at the close of the period desig- 
nated by our Lord as the “great tribu- 
lation” (Matt. 24:21). It will take place 
between the rapture of the church (1 
Thess. 4:13-18) and the visible coming 
of the Son of man to set up His King- 
dom on the earth in power and glory 
(Matt. 24: 29-31). 


The Historical Setting 

The Apostle John, who had labored 
for many years in the district known as 
Asia, with his home in Ephesus, was 
banished to the isle of Patmos in the 
Agean Sea, in the reign of Domitian 
(A. D. 81-96) because of his faithful 
testimony. According to Eusebius it 
was in the latter part of this reign that 
John’s imprisonment took place, and 
that this book was written. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 9.—“A great multitude, . . . 
stood before the throne.” When the 
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present age closes, God will not be 
through dealing with men in grace, 
though a period of terrible judgment 
will follow the rapture of the Church, 
when the wrath of God and of the Lamb 
will be poured out upon Christendom 
(Rev. 6:16,°17; 16:1). But even then 
mercy will rejoice against judgment 
(Jas, 2:13) and many will be saved who 
had not previously heard and willfully 
rejected the Gospel (Isa. 66:19). This 
vast throng will stand before the throne 
of the Lamb when He returns to reign. 
As victors over the hosts of evil of 
th? last days, they wave palms and are 
arrayed in white robes, which speak of 
practical righteousness (chap. 19:8). 


Verse 10.—“Salvation to our God... 
and unto the Lamb.” Like triumphant 
Israel on the farther shore of the Red 
Sea after Pharaoh’s host was van- 
quished, they sing a song of joy and 
victory, having experienced the marvel 
of God’s salvation in the most adverse 
circumstances. 


Verse 11—“The angels .. . the elders 
and the four beasts [or living ones].” 
The heavenly hosts look down with 
adoring gladness as they behold these 
earthly saints who are to be with the 
Lamb when. He reigns in power down 
here. They fall as worshipers before 
the throne. 


Verse 12.—“Saying, Amen.” Amen 
means Be it so, or Let it be established. 
Angels and saints above rejoice to see 
God’s purpose carried out for the earth. 
They see in this company the first fruits 
of the great millennial harvest, and 
they set their seal to the fulfillment of 
the prophetic word. 


Verse 13.—“What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes? and whence 
came they?” The question is asked of John 
by one of the twenty-four elder priests, 
who represent the heavenly saints. He 
would have the seer consider this great 
company, who are evidently distinct 
from either Old Testament believers or 
the Church of this present age. 


Verse 14.—“These are they which came 
out of great tribulation.” John does not 
attempt to answer. He exclaims, “Sir, 
thou knowest.” So the elder explains. 
These are believers of a later age, who 
will be saved in and come up out of 
the tribulation, the great one (there are 
two definite articles here, in the Greek 
(text) and who in that time of great test- 
ing will avail themselves of the cleans- 
ing power of the blood of Christ. Their 
robes (that is, their habits or ways) will 
be washed white—cleansed from all 
that defiles—in the blood of the Lamb. 
All who are saved, whether for Heaven 
or millennial blessedness on earth, in 
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any age, will owe everything to the 
matchless grace of God as set forth in 
the work of His Son on the cross. 
“Neither is there salvation in any other” 
(Acts 4:12). 


Verse 15.—“Therefore are they before 
the throne ... and serve him day and 
night in his temple.” This makes it 
clear that we are not here viewing a 
heavenly, but rather an earthly scene. 
There is no temple in the New Jeru- 
salem (Rev. 21:22). The temple of God 
will be built upon earth and will in- 
deed be a house of prayer for all nations 
in the millennial Kingdom. Moreover, 
these are seen before the throne —on 
this earthly footstool. And like a com- 
pany of sheep, they will be enfolded 
under the Lord’s care. He that sitteth 
on the throne shall spread his taber- 
nacle over them” (R. V.). This accords 
with earth—not Heaven—where no 
such protection will be required. 


Verse 16—“They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more.” In the 
testing days of the Great Tribulation, 
through which they will have passed, 
they would have known much of de- 
privation of life’s ordinary necessities, 
but all that will be over when the King, 
for whose name’s sake they shall have 
suffered, will return and destroy the 
powers of evil that have despoiled the 
earth (Rev. 11:18). No longer will they 
be driven out from the dwellings of 
men to suffer beneath the burning sun 
of the desert. All discomfort will be 
over and they shall enter into the King- 
dom prepared for them from the foun- 
dation of the world (Matt. 25:34). For 
these are really identical with the 
“sheep” of Matthew 25, who are to share 
the blessings of the days of Heaven on 
earth, when the Son of man reigns in 
righteousness over all this globe. 


Verse 17—“The Lamb ... shall be 
their shepherd.” This is the marginal 
reading of the Authorized Version and 
the text of the Revised Version. They 
will know the joy of His shepherd care 
and will never more be exposed to 
suffering and sorrow. Led to living 
fountains of waters (Psa. 23:1, 2) theirs 
will be perennial refreshment and from 
their eyes all tears will be wiped away. 
Thus they will know to the full how 
well worth while it was to endure the 
hatred and persecution of a_ godless 
world while waiting for their Shepherd- 
King to take His great power and reign. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


While the text deals specifically with 
the blessings that millennial saints are 
to enjoy on earth, it nevertheless has 
many precious lessons for us today. It 
reminds us that present suffering for 
Christ’s name’s sake will soon be forgot- 
ten in the glory to be revealed at our 
Lord’s return. Meantime, as we learn 
to confide in Him, our gracious Shep- 
herd leads us on, sheltering us from the 
evils that would be too heavy for us 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
11, (24) September 14.—The 
God, the Source of Help. 
Revelation 7:9-17 
12. (25) September 21.—Overcoming the 
Adversary . Revelation 12:1 to 15:4 
13. (26) September 28.—The Fulfillment 
of History: The New Jerusalem. 
Revelation 21 and 22 
Fourth Quarter 
1, October 5.—God Our Heavenly 
Father. Genesis 1:26-28; Exodus 34: 
4-7; Psalm 103:1-13; Isaiah 40:27-31; 
Matthew 6:24-34; 22:35-38; John 4: 
24; 14:20-23; Acts 17:24-30; 1 John 1:1-4 
2. October 12.—Christ Our Saviour. 
Matthew 1:21; 20:25-28; Luke 19:1- 
10; John 3:16; C:C3-69; Acts 4:12; 
Romans 3:21-26; 8:31-39; 2 Corinth- 
jans 5:14-21; Philippians 2:5-11; 
1 Timothy 1:15 
3. October 19.—The Holy Spirit Our 
Helper. Genesis 1:2; Psalm 51:11; 
Isaiah 63:10-14; Joel 2:28, 29; Luke 
11:13; John 3:5-8; 14:26; 16:7-14; 
Acts 1:8; 2:1-4, 32, 33; 4:31; 10:44- 
48; 19:1-7; Romans 8:9, 12-17, 26-28; 
1 Corinthians 12:1-13; 2 Cor- 
inthians 13:14; Galatians 5:22-26; 
Revelation 1:10; 22:17 
4. October 26.—Civic Responsibility Re- 
garding Beverage Alcohol (Interna- 
tional Temperance Sunday). Deuter- 
onomy 5:32, 33; 11:26-28; Isaiah 28: 
1-6; Habakkuk 2:12 
5. November 2.—Sin and Its Conse- 
quences. Genesis 3:1-24; Psalm 14: 
1-3; Jeremiah 17:9, 10; Mark 7:20- 
23; Rom. 1:18-32; 6:23; Galatians 
6:7, 8; James 1:13-15; 1 John 1:5 
to 2:6; Revelation 22:10-12 


Eternal 








to bear, ministering to our needs, re- 

freshing our souls, and solacing us in 

the hour of trial and bereavement. He 
who was on earth the Man of sorrows 
knows, as none other can, how to as- 
suage our griefs, and it is His wounded 
hand that wipes away our tears. When 
our pilgrim days are ended, He will 
gather us Home to be forever with Him- 
self and to be exposed nevermore to 
pain or distress of any kind. Well may 
we exclaim with the saintly Rutherford, 

It were a well-spent journey 

Though seven deaths lay between. 
A Lesson Outline 

THE GREAT MULTITUDE 

Justified—Standing before the throne 
(v. 9) 

Practically Righteous—Clothed in white 
robes (v. 9) 

Victorious over their foes—Palms in 
their hands (v. 9) ; 

Cleansed from defilement—Robes made 
white in the blood of the Lamb (v. 
14) 

Priestly worshipers in His temple (v. 15) 

Under divine protection—He shall cover 
them (v. 15) 

Every need met—No hunger nor thirst 
(v. 16) 

Shepherd care—Led by the Lamb (v. 17) 

Freed from all sorrow—All tears wiped 
away (v. 17) 


August 30, 1941 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Great Tribulation is the name 
given to the time when the wrath of 
God will be poured out upon the earth, 
Christians are not appointed to wrath 
(1 Thess. 5:9). That will be in a special 
sense the time of “Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 
30:7). But the faithful remnant (the 
144,000) will be saved out of it. Also 
the great multitude of Gentiles. These 
are distinguished from the Church and 
will have a different destiny, at least 
during the thousand years of Christ's 
reign over the earth. 


The Four Living Ones. “Beasts” is a 
very unfortunate translation here. There 
is nothing beastly or brutal about these 
representatives of the grace and judg- 
ment of God. They seem to symbolize 
His majesty (the lion); His patient serv- 
ice on behalf of His creatures (the ox); 
his overruling, far-seeing providence 
(the eagle); and His sympathetic intel- 
ligence (the man). See chapter 4:7, 
They are apparently identical with the 
vision of the living creatures scen by 
Ezekiel (chaps. 1 and 10) representing 
the divine government of the universe. 
Sometimes this is exercised through 
angels (Heb. 1:14). In the coming age 
it will be exercised through redeemed 
men and women (Heb. 2:5). 


The Twenty-four Elders. This is a 
beautiful, symbolic representation of the 
heavenly priesthood. In 1 Chronicles 
24 we read that David divided the priests 
in Israel into twenty-four courses and 
set a chief priest (or elder) over each 
course. These twenty-four chief priests 
therefore represented all their brethren, 
just as the Senate of the United States 
represents all of the more than 130 mil- 
lion people of this great country. The 
Church and the Old Testament saints 
are all priests unto God and His Christ. 
These are seen in Heaven, crowned, 
therefore having passed the judgment 
seat of Christ, before the seven-sealed 
book is opened and tribulation judg- 
ments begin to fall upon the world. 


Applications and Summaries 


Isaiah tells us the Lord will take of 
the Gentiles a people for priests and 
Levites (Isa. 66:21). They will serve 
with restored Israel in His temple. These 
are the same as the great multitude of 


“our lesson. 


The Lord has promised to spread His 
tabernacle over Jerusalem in the last 
days (Isa. 4:6) as a shadow from the 
heat and a refuge from the storm. So 
He will protect these spared Gentiles 
who shall come up out of the Great 
Tribulation. 

Are we seeking so to walk with God 
and to witness for Christ now, even 
though it means suffering and persecu- 
tion, that we may have His approval in 
the coming day, when we appear before 
His judgment seat? 

CHICAGO. 
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Lesson for September 14 





Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for thcir vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
HO are included in the great multi- 
tude of this chapter? 
2. Who was seated upon the throne 
mentioned in verse 9? 
3. Where was Christ? (v. 9.) 
4. Who were offering praises to God? 
5. Who are the four beasts or living crea- 
tures? 
6. What is the difference between tribula- 
tion and the Great Tribulation? 
7. What is meant by the Lamb shepherd- 
ing His followers? 
8. Why is this multitude an object of the 
special love and care of the Lord? 


9. How is God’s loving concern for His 
worshipers shown? 


10. Is there any difference in the way 
people are saved now, and that in which 
they will be saved in the coming time of 
tribulation? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 703 of this issue. 


% 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Two Iron Rose Bible Classes.—A 
great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations (Rev. 7:9). The 
following is just an old man’s fancy. 
Up to this writing I have not found any 
Scripture for it. If you do, kindly let 
me know. 

How big is the universe? Where does 
it begin and end? This is what Eliphaz 
wanted to khow (Job 22:12). I have 
before me as I write a page cut from 
the Illustrated London News of June 
18, 1938, showing an astronomer’s photo- 
graph of a “star” that exploded 6,000,000 
years ago and the light of it is just 
getting here, at 186,000 miles a second. 
Yes, how big is God’s universe ! 

These same investigators of the 
heavens tell us that away out there 
is a “star” that is (hold your breath) 
400,000,000 miles in diameter — over four 
times the distance from the earth to the 
sun. They have named it “Antaries.” 

Now I have taken the liberty to fancy, 
just for my own use, that Paradise could 
well be on “Antaries.” Such a body 
could well hold “a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all 
nations,” even on this little 8,000 mile 
earth, or ever likely to be. 

On my 5lst anniversary as teacher 
of the Iron Rose Bible Class I called 
attention to the fact that I had a great 
deal larger Iron Rose Class in Para- 
dise than in Coatesville. By the laws 


of nature and the inevitable almanac, it 
was likely, unless the Lord should come, 
the A. L. A. (Angel of the Lord Activ- 
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ity) would be conducting me to the 
Iron Rose Class in Paradise. 

When that day comes it is more than 
likely that the whole crowd of them will 
be up on the Jasper Walls of the New 
Jerusalem shouting the welcome, “Look! 


Here comes Uncle ‘Billy!!” And as I 
am led into the presence of my Saviour 
I will hear the sweet words, “Enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord.” 

But here is the great point for all 
you Coatesville Iron Rosers: I will be 
Over There with the Paradise boys wait- 
ing for you fellows to come, and I hope 
there will not be a single one of you 
missing. Let every Iron Roser here to- 
night say in his heart, with emphasis, 
“Uncle Billy, God helping me, I’ll not 
disappoint you and your Paradise Iron 
Rosers.” (John 10:10.) 


Believing in the Blood—What are 
these? .. . These are they which... 
have washed ... in the blood of the 
Lamb (vs. 13, 14). This is the answer: 
These are they which have taken stock 
in what some have. bitterly called a 
“slaughter-house’ religion,’ and are 
happy in being as though they had never 
sinned, as Isaiah tells us. (Isa. 1:18.) 

Every now and then someone who 
does not accept the Scripture statement 
in regard to the atonement calls the 
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salvation by the blood, the “slaughter- 
house religion.” Yet when one of this 
sort is stricken with one or another 
certain disease, and the doctors, to save 
his life, say, “The only thing left is a 
blood transfusion,” there is a wondor- 
ful change of mind. And it has to be 
a special quality of blood to save the 
sick one. While a man in such a case 
may have “no use for a blood religion,” 
he is apt to have lots of use for a blood 
remedy ! 

It is tragic to see this rejection of the 
blood salvation that opens the gates of 
Heaven to all who believe, from a dying 
thief upon a cross 1,900 years ago to the 
millionaire in his penthouse yesterday. 
(1 Pet. 1:18, 19.) 


In the Sunday School.—The Lamb 

shall feed them, and shall lead them 
. and God shall wipe away all tears 

(v. 17). How will he do it? By being 
gentle and kind. As all readers of this 
Corner have been told time after time, 
every Sunday afternoon I go to a little 
one-room Sunday school in a Coatesville 
suburb known as Rock Run. Been 
there 47 years without a break. 

I have always told my people that I 
am the oldest of ten in the Ridgway 
family, and baby noises are music to my 
ears, whether whimpers, yells, or gentle 











od is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.” >. «:. “Acquaint now thyse 


with Him,and be at peace?’ j« 22. 
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coos. So mothers don’t hesitate to bring 
along the baby and the bottle and all 
appurtenances. And the mothers always 
have done so. Quite a number of my 
grown-ups started in as creepers on the 
carpet. 

As I write this note the member of 
my school most in evidence is a young 
lady named “Ruth Ann.” She made her 
first visit when two weeks old. She 
has rarely missed a Sunday since, and 
is now, at 19 months, running around 
all over the place and “into everything,” 
much to the delight of myself and the 
other children ! 

Every Sunday as I start for Rock Run 
I take a supply of candy. In summer 
I use small gumdrops (gum arabic and 
sugar) and in winter, little flat choco- 
late drops, about the size of a nickel, 
which are covered with specks of sugar. 
Our baby used to call the chocolates, 
“pies.” They are made of milk choco- 
late, wholesome and much liked. I use 
these simple confections for the new- 
comers as an introduction to the school. 
They go home convinced that Sunday 
school is not a half bad place, and are 
ready to go next Sunday. They get the 
sweet taste in their mouth every Sunday 
until they get “too big for gumdrops.” 

When faces begin to cloud up and 
there are signs of “rain,” I am right on 
the spot with my sweet attention, and 
the tears rarely get to flood. A mouth 
full of sweetness has a wonderful, sooth- 
ing effect. 

Now why all this Mission Sunday 
school. recital? Because our text tells 
us that the Lamb does away with tears 
by His tender loving-kindness, and I 
have tried to follow the Lamb’s method 
of feeding, leading, and wiping away 
tears. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
in Thy Word, we are led to such heights 
that we stand amazed at the marvelous vision 
spread before us of that which is beyond 
this earth life prepared for Thy children. 
Dull as our sight and our hearing are, we 
do pray that they may be quickened as we 
study these great words today, and hold be- 
fore us the unspeakably marvelous picture that 
they present. What glory is here! What 
vast areas .peopled with multitudes praising 
Thy name! What visions Thou hast set be- 
fore us, exalted, and full of glory far be- 
yond human imagination! For all this we 
thank Thee today, and as we take up this 
lesson in the classes we pray that our minds 
may be withdrawn from the ordinary con- 
cerns of the everyday, and that we may range 
in our thinking over the marvels of Thy 
grace, and the things that are to be. In the 
name of our Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It might be best 
for us today just to read over again, 
and read every word of it all together 
as with one voice, this marvelous pas- 
sage. Our minds are so often occupied 
with the duties and the problems that 
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lie very close to us, and we do not 
allow the tremendous pictures like this 
passage to find the place that they ought 
to occupy in our thinking about God’s 
goodness. Will you join with me in 
reading all together from the 9th verse 
of this 7th chapter of Revelation through 
to the end of the chapter. It may be 
best just to let these great words fall 
upon our listening hearts with their own 
message as we read, and then at the 
close of the reading the pastor will lead 
us in prayer, and we shall go to our 
homes carrying in our thoughts what 
this exalted lesson has given to us. Let 
us therefore read aloud from the 9th 
verse. Let us pray. 
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“he Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
pe editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Without Beginning or End.—Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which 
was, and is, and is to come (Golden 
Text). One day a six-year-old lad came 
to his mother with his question: 
“Mother, who made God?” Instantly 
the mother’s face expressed astonish- 
ment and chagrin. Presently she said 
curtly, “What an awful question to ask. 
You had better run along and play.” 
In that same country community another 
lad also approached his mother, and 
asked, Did God make Himself?” His 
mother presently left her work and 
breathed a silent prayer. Taking off her 
wedding ring, she gave it to her son 
and asked, “Where does this ring begin 
and where does it end?” Before long 
the boy answered, “There is no starting 
place and stopping place to a ring.” 
The mother remarked, “Just so is God. 
There is no beginning and no end to God. 
He always has been and always will be.” 
—From Gospel Herald. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert L. Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


No Glass Between.—I beheld, and, lo, 
a great multitude, . . . stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb (Rev. 7: 
9). The story is told of a little boy 
whose family was very poor. He re- 
ceived no gifts at Christmas time, but 
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he spent what time he could looking 
in the store windows at the pretty th'ngs 
other little boys were to have. One day 
he was run over by a car and taken 
to a hospital. One of the nurses brought 
him a gift—a troop of soldiers. As he 
touched them, what do you think he 
said? “There isn’t any glass between !” 
So some day the glass wiil be removed 
between us and the pleasures and beau- 
ties of Heaven.—From the Christian 
Herald (London). Sent by L. G. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Why He Was Thankful.—Blessing and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honour, and power, and might, be 
unto our God for ever and ever. Amen 
(v. 12).. How often have you ever 
thanked God for sight? A group of 
visitors at a summer resort had watched 
the sunset from the gallery of the hotel. 
A fat, unromantic-looking man had lin- 
gered till the last glow faded, and had 
seemed thrilled through and through by 
the beauty of it all. One guest, more 
observant than the rest, wondered about 
this, and so at supper she said to this 
man, who sat next her, “You certainly 
did enjoy that sunset, Mr. B. Are you 
an artist?” “No, madam, I’m a plum- 
ber,” he responded with a slow grin. 
“But I was blind for five years.”—From 
the Earnest Worker. Sent by Mamie 
D. Smith, Petersburg, Va. 


Encircled by Rainbows.—These are 
they which came out of great tribu- 
lation (v. 14). A tourist writes of stop- 
ping at Giesbach to look at the wonders 
of its waterfalls. The party had to pass 
over one of the falls on a slender bridge 
through the drenching water, with the 
wild torrents dashing beneath. It was a 
trying experience. But once through, a 
glorious picture burst upon them. There 
were rainbows above, beneath, and cir- 
cling on all sides. So the spray of sor- 
row falls now, and we may have to 
walk through floods and pitiless tor- 
rents, and all may seem a strange, in- 
explicable mystery. But there will come 
a time when we shall have passed 
through these showers of grief, and 
when we shall stand amid the splendor 
of rainbows on the shores of glory. Then 
we shall understand, and see love in 
every pang and tear.—From “Week-Day 
Religion,” by Dr. J. R. Miller. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


The Nearness of His Father.—He that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them (v. 15b). Years ago a little boy 
was entering school for the first time. 
The busy mother packed his lunch and 
told him to go straight up the road 
across the bridge to the schoolhouse. 
The boy saw a little fish in the stream 
below the bridge. He laid down his 
lunch and started down to the stream 
to catch the fish, but saw a beautiful 
butterfly, ran after it, and tried to catch 
it. It eluded him, lead'ng him farther 
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and farther from the road. When he 
finally gave up the chase, he could not 
find the bridge. He decided to pray. He 
knew only two prayers. The first one 
was, “Now I lay me down to sleep”; 
he saw that would not fit his case. The 
other—the Lord’s Prayer — was better. 
He knelt down and said aloud, “Our 
Father.” Instantly he heard a voice be- 
hind him; it was his own father, who 
had followed him because he knew it 
was his first day in school and he might 
need help. In telling this experience 
years later, the boy now grown to man- 
hood said it was the greatest revelation 
of his life to realize that his Father was 
so near.—Used in a sermon by my pas- 
tor. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, New- 
port, Ky. 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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Drink Deep!—They shall hunger no 
more (v. 16a). A little boy, one of 
seven children, met with an accident, 
and was taken to the hospital. He 
came from a lowly home where hunger 
was seldom quite satisfied. The glass of 
milk was only partly full or, if full, 
shared by two of the children. After 
the lad was made as comfortable as 
possible in his hospital bed, a nurse 
brought him a large glass of milk. He 
looked at it longingly and then, with 
the memory of many experiences of 
sharing with the other children, said, 
“How deep shall I drink?” The nurse 
with her eyes shining and a lump in 
her throat said, “Drink it all.” Oh, hun- 
gry and thirsty soul, how deep shall you 
drink of the love and goodness of God? 
There is no limit! Drink it all, drink 
it again and again! The supply is in- 
exhaustible—From the Upper Room. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


The Lighthouse in the Desert.—For 
the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters 
(v. 17a). Most lighthouses are on rocks 
and dangerous places in the water. 
Practically all lighthouses seem to say, 
Stay away from here. Danger! I know 
of a lighthouse that says just the oppo- 
site, for it says, Come. This lighthouse 
is in the middle of the Arizona Desert. 
There is no water to be had for over 
thirty miles in every direction, but just 
where that lighthouse stands there is 
a well. So there is a light there at 
night to let thirsty people know where 
the well of water it. The tower in the 
daytime and the light at night say, Here 
is water. Isn’t that like the Lord Jesus 
who in the midst of a desert would 
stand and cry, “If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me, and drink”? Where 
else could you go for living water but 
to the Lord Jesus? The Gospel is still 
ealling to all, “Whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.”—From 
Good News., Sent by Mrs. Robert Vin- 
ing, Piedmont, W. Va. 


A Blessed Contrast.—And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes 
(v. 17b). Hudson Taylor knew the 
meaning of great joy at times, and 
brokenhearted sorrow at other times, 
and he said: “Well, it is but a little 
while and He will appear to answer 
all enigmas, and to wipe away all tears. 
I could not wish, then, to be of those 
who had none to wipe away.”—From 
the Expositor. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Yd 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 701) 


1. A vast host from among the nations, 
who will turn to God in the days of the 
Great Tribulation. 


2. The Lord was on the throne (Rev. 4: 
2-5, 8-11). 


3. Christ, symbolized by the Lamb, was 
“in the midst of the throne,”’ receiving wor- 
ship jointly with the Heavenly Father (Rev. 
5:6, 7, 12-14; 7:10-17). 


4. Saints of the Great Tribulation, angels, 
and the living creatures praised the Lord. 


5. The living creatures spoken of by 
Ezekiel in the first chapter of his prophecy. 
The cherubim (Ezek. 1:5-14). 


6. Tribulation is the common lot of all 
believers. The Great Tribulation refers to 
a specific time of trouble at the end of the 
age. 

7. He, the risen Christ, cares for and pro- 
tects His people in this scene. 


8. Because they were the objects of 
Satan’s wrath (Rev. 12:7-12). 


9. By the way in which He comforts them 
tenderly (Rev. 7:16, 17). Here is an eter- 
nal fulfillment of Philippians 4:19: “My God 
shall supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 


10. No, the basis of salvation is ever the 
same: the blood of the Lamb shed on Cal- 
vary. 

4 , 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


AST Sunday you made an effort to 

get all your regular scholars back in 
Sunday school after vacation. Now for 
today, try to get some new children 
started. Put on a “Bring One” cam- 
paign. If every child will bring one 
new one—but I can hear you saying, 
“But they won’t.” Suppose they don’t. 
Just one new child to reach for the 
Lord is worth while. I am persuaded 
that one reason our Sunday schools do 
not grow as they should is because of 
the defeatist attitude many of us grown- 
ups have. Don’t spread it to the chil- 
dren. They naturally have enthusiasm 
and faith which God honors. The as- 
tonishing record of the Southern Baptists 
some five years ago, in their unheard-of 
increase in Sunday school attendance, 
was due almost entirely to the children 
who went after other children until they 
got them. They can get them when 
the teacher fails. Try it. 


Two Crowps 


Last year on a lovely sunny day with 
just enough breeze to set the flags all 
a-dancing and straining at their ropes, 
I’ sat in a beautiful Court at Treasure 
Island, San Francisco, and watched the 
Exposition crowd go by, a multitude of 
people. As they passed, — Chinese, Jap- 
anese, Filipino, Negro, Italian, Portu- 
guese, Greek, Hawaiian, Mexican, 
French, German, American, — some 
whose nationality was written on their 
faces, and others whose speech betrayed 
them, I caught myself saying, “A great 
multitude ... of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, ... and tongues.” But the mul- 

. 
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titude at Treasure Island had little 
thought of worshiping God. It was a 
holiday crowd, bent on enjoyment of 
various sorts. Then my mind turned 
to another crowd that I saw a few years 
ago in Massey Hall in Toronto, when 
that great auditorium was filled to over- 
flowing with people of many nations 
and tongues, singing praise to God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is a day of crowds. There are 
great football and baseball crowds, there 
are great conventions of all sorts. To- 
day we have thousands of men in army 
camps. At our beaches, thousands of 
people gather during the summers. We 


Cxnoven Claw to 
EARN FUNDS 


Our plan offers your Church members a digni- 
Mm fied easy way to earna large sum between now 
and Christmas. No experience necessary. 
Takeordersforbeautiful Personal InitialChrist- 
mas Cards among members and others. New, 
modern designs with sender’s own initial in 
striking, embossed gold and silver effect 
sea! foreach card. Box of 2r Assorted Christ- 
mas Cards and Personal Initials sells for $1. 
Special new 21-Card gr Religious Assort- 
ment. Yourprofits upto room. Extra Cash 
Bonus. Personal Christmas Cards with 
name imprinted—5S0 for $1, Also Personal 
Stationery; «1 different Box Assortments. 
Write for full details and samples on approval. 


Artistic Card Co., 962 Way St., Elmira, N. Y. 
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are used to crowds. The children are 
used to them. We think nothing of 
them. We live in crowded cities, many 
of us. We talk about “going with the 
crowd.” 

Wuicu Crown? 

After all these crowds are gone, there 
are going to be two multitudes, one in 
Heaven praising God forever and ever, 
and the other standing before the “great 
white throne” for sentence, and then 
going away into the blackness of dark- 
ness forever, shut away from God. 

One crowd accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour, and the other 
crowd rejected Him. 

Which side are you on? 

Listen! Every person who has ever 
lived, every person living now, every 
person that will live in the future, every 
child here today will some day be on 
one side or the other of the line, in one 
crowd or the other. 

Where will YOU be? 

Mopesto, CALIF. 

we 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 





From School 





banker, and a lawyer. 
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In JUNE nearly thirty boys were graduated at Stony Brook School. 
As they left the campus most of them were headed toward college, and 
after college, business and the professions—the ministry, medicine, en- 
gineering, teaching, the army, and the navy. 

A Christian school must not only lay a strong academic foundation, 
but it must also leave its mark on the boy himself. 

These boys of the class of 1941 are from New York, Pennsylvania, 
Georgia, Connecticut, North Carolina, Oregon, China, and Egypt. 
their parents are business executives, ministers, missionaries, engineers, a 
dentist, a lieutenant colonel in the United States Air Corps, a florist, a 


Who Will Take Their Place in Stony Brook Life? 
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been recommending the school to relatives and acquaintances are asking 
that catalogues and view books be sent to families whose boys are now 
ready for preparatory school. 


You may have in mind a boy of your own or one you know —a boy 
with an excellent mind, capable of better than average accomplishment 
in school and college —one who needs all the opportunity that a good 
boarding school can give him. 


pa Appli 4i 
+ 5 being made. Friends of Stony Brook who for nearly two decades have 


Why not suggest Stony Brook to him or to his parents? A catalogue 
and view book will be sent on request. 


tony Brook School 


Frank E. GaesBevein, Lirt.D., Headmaster, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
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August 30,1944 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Four Destroyers. 


Discussion: How do hunger, thirst, sor- 
row, and fire (heat) cause one to sin? 


Objective: Romans 12:21. 














AY, fellows, this is a time of world- 
wide war, the greatest ever known, 
in area, in destructiveness, in the num- 
ber of nations involved. Hundreds of 
millions of people today, in fear and 
in hatred, are exerting themselves to 
the uttermost to overcome their enemies, 
War, the great destroyer, is sweeping 
across the world, leaving wrecked em- 
pires, devastation, and death in its wake. 
We are apt to conclude this is about 
the worst thing that could happen to 
humanity, and it is bad enough. But, 
fellows, there are four destroyers that 
operate in times of peace, and these four 
can do more damage to humanity than 
all the world wars put together. They 
are hunger, thirst, grief, and: fire. 
Our lesson in Revelation today is tell- 
ing us what God’s plan is for overcom- 
ing those four destroyers. The greatest - 
destroyer of all is sin, and these four 
are in a very real sense the allies of 
sin. When Jesus Christ shed His blood 
on Calvary to atone for the sins of the 
world He solved for the poor sinner the 
problem of escaping the penalty of sin. 
He made it possible for the vilest sinner 
to stand bef-:e God justified as though 
he had never sinned—clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. ‘When a sinner 
accepts Jesus Christ as his atoning Sav- 
iour, he is not only saved, bu* he is 
given strength to endure the things that 
would ordmarily cause him to sin. The 
saved sinner, now a believer and trust- 
ing God’s enabling grace, overcomes 
temptation. There are eight wonderful 
rewards mentioned in Revelation for 
“him that overcometh.” John had al- 
ready written in his First Epistle, “For - 
whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God?” (1 John 5:4, 5). And here 
are the rewards named in Revelation: 
“To him that overcometh will I give to 
eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the paradise of God” (2:7); “He 
that overcometh shall not be hurt of 
the second death” (2:11); “To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the 
hidden manna, and will give him a 
white stone,’ and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knoweth 
saving he that receiveth it” (2:17); “And 
he that overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the nations: ... and I will 
give him the morning star” (2:26, 27); 
“He that overcometh, the same shall be 
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clothed in white raiment; and T will 
not blot out his name out of the book 
of life, but I will confess his name be- 
fore my Father, and before his angels” 
(3:5); “Him that overcometh will I make 
a pillar in the temple of my God,... 
and I will write upon him the name 
of my God, and the name of the city of 
my God, ... and I will write upon him 
my new name” (3:12); “To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me 
in my throne, even as I also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in 
his throne” (3:21); “He that overcometh 
shall inherit all things; and I will be 
his God, and he shall be my son” (21:7). 

In his vision John saw some of those 
who were reaping the rewards. They 
were clothed in white, and the celestial 
interpreter told him, “These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb... . 
They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: 
and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes” (7:14-17). 

Hunger, Thirst, Fire, Sorrow —and 
SIN—nevermore. Eternity in God’s 
Presence. That’s Paradise. 

AVON Park, FLA. 
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‘For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


F THERE is some bad habit that you 

feel is dimming the light of your 
class, you may be able tactfully to call 
it to their attention by a message to be 
read in class, sent during the week to 
the secretary or president. Or you may 
suggest to the pastor or Sunday school 
superintendent that he send you such a 
message for the class. Use Biblical 
English, if you wish, but copy the Mas- 
ter’s loving method of praise as well 
as censure. This message will also serve 
as an introduction for reviewing the 
messages sent by Christ to His churches. 
Why did He criticize them? (Rev. 3:19.) 

Ask the pupils if they found from their 
Bible reading the past week why the 
girl in the picture, “Christ or Diana?” 
would be glad at last that she chose 
Christ although it meant death for her. 
The thought of the Golden Text. (Rev. 
2:10) and of Revelation 2:11 should at 
least be included in the answer, and as 
many other of the overcoming rewards 
as the class recall from Revelation 2 
and 3. A modern illustration of being 
“faithful unto death” is found in Pastor 
Niemoeller, a light hard to “blackout.” 
Refer to the concluding paragraph of 
“Concentration Camp Christianity,” by 
Bartlett L. Hess, Ph.D., in THe SuNDAY 
Schoo. Tres, issue of June 21, 1941. 
Contrast with the boy who was baptized 
just before he went to summer camp. 
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On his return his pastor asked, “How 
did you make out, John?” “Fine!” he 
replied. “Nobody teased me. They 
didn’t even know I was a Christian.” 

Allow the pupils to mention other 
features of the vision which they re- 
member. I doubt the advisability of 
trying to explain to Juniors the symbol- 
ism except that of the Lamb, They 
can sense the honor and glory attributed 
to God in Heaven—a fitting antidote 
to the irreverent conversation many 
children hear in their natural environ- 
ment. Teach them Heber’s “Holy, holy, 
holy! Lord God Almighty!” They will 
enjoy finding the details of the stanza 
beginning, “Holy, holy, holy! all the 
saints adore Thee” in Revelation 4. 

Encourage the reading of chapters 6 
to 11 during the coming week. These 
include a description of “the four horse- 
men of the apocalypse” to which allu- 
sion is frequently made in these days, 
and a recital of the woes of the wicked, 
as well as the blessings of those who 
“came out of great tribulation.” 

I know of no more effective way of 
introducing the lesson text for today 
(Rev. 7:9-17) than by a good oral read- 
ing of it to the class, asking them to 
picture in their own minds this scene 
John beheld in Heaven. Follow the 
reading by questions to make sure the 
description is clear: Who sat on the 
throne? Who was near Him? Why is 
He spoken of as the Lamb? How many 
people stood before the throne? How 
were they dressed? What were they 
doing? Who were they? What does 
tribulation mean? 
never again come to those in the white 


robes? What good things do they re- 
ceive? How did they get their white 
robes? (See also 1 John 1:9, 7.) Must 


we wait until we get to Heaven before 
we can serve God? How can we serve 
Him now? How is love to God measured 
here on earth? (See last week’s lesson 
article.) 

Here is a “young” candle which has 
been burned only a little. Here be- 
side it is an old, almost burned-out 
one. I will light them both. Both give 
a good light. But what difference will 
the length of the candle make? The 
Lord Jesus gladly accepts the person 
who becomes a Christian in his old age, 
but how much finer it would be to 
have accepted Him when young and have 
served Him faithfully for a lifetime. 
There is a reward, too, for faithful serv- 
ice (Rev. 22:12; 2 Tim. 4:7, 8). Poly- 
carp was a pupil of John, and later be- 
came the leader of the church at 
Smyrna. He, too, in his old age was 
persecuted by the emperor’s orders. 
When offered his freedom if he would 
curse Christ, he replied, “Eighty and six 
years have I served Him, and He has 
done me no wrong. How then can I 
curse my King and Saviour?” Poly- 
carp was burned alive, “faithful unto 
death,” after a long life of service. 
WAYNE, MAINE. 


What things will. 
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SELL QUALITY CHRISTMAS CARDS 


21 superior assorted religious cards, cost 55¢e. 50 
pleasing cards with sender’s name, cost 60c, you 
sell for $1.00. Other assortments to sell from 50c up. 
Smart Christmas Wrappings. Send for details. 
EDWARD MORRIS JONES, 312 N. 16th St., Phila., Pa. 
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‘Take orders for America’s finest 21-folder $1 
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ye Stn) excelled Religious cards, Birthday, Every Day, 
Etching, and Gift Wragping eosorements, Sam- 

ples on approval. rite at once. 


Robinson Cards, ‘Dept. 137 











Clinton, Mass. 


Wanted By a Chinese Christian boy, 
18 years of age, work in a 
school or electrical shop, experienced elec- 
trician, and cook (American food). Has 
need, primarily, to learn to speak English 
fluently. Knows English grammar, is an 
excellent scholar, and ambitious. 


Address — THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COoO., 
Room 647, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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CHRISTIAN 
5000 WORKERS WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, Scrip- 
ture calendars, beautiful new KRYSTAL Plax 
and velvet Scripture mottoes. Scripture Greet- 
ing Cards. Good commission. Send for free 
catalog and price list. 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 

Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO, ILL, 














BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL 
OF THE BIBLE 


A a and practical training in the Word of 

God offered in a standard three year Bible course. 

Stress put upon the spiritual life. Fine location and 

good facilities. No tuition. Board is reasonable. 
Send for catalog 


2210 Ridge Park Ave., Birmingham, Ala. 









text box imprinted. 
15 other outstan boxes. Gorgeous 50 and 
2 for $1.00 lines. “Sunshine” plaques, calen- 
dars, etc. Deal with 


» company 
for more profit and fast éogpaee’: ser- 
vice. Experience unnecessary. Write today for 

- box on approval and free se jing pian. 
NATIONAL ART STUDI 


De CcsS-1 Dow Bidg. 
Third at Spring St. lee angeles, Calif. 


“IS IT TRUE OR eaee'saw 

IS IT FALSE?” 7.2510 
form of Bible study which is capti- 
vating tens of thousands of soldiers 
and CCC enrollees. Has doubled and 


tripled attendance in young people’s 
societies and in prayer meetings. 








Address 
The Bible Meditation League 
810 Buckeye Building 
e Ohio 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—Worship. 

Activity—Do you study your Bible on 
your knees? When we humble ourselves 
before the Author of the Book, He dis- 
plays hidden treasure to our understand- 
ing (Psa. 119:129, 130). Read as much as 
possible in the Revelation this week, es- 
pecially chapters 4 through 7. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29). 











VISION oF Gop 
FEW days ago, during Vacation 
Bible School, I was looking for the 
verse that tells that the Lord Jesus will 
“stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives.” When I found it (Zech. 14:4), 
I read it to a Junior girl who had re- 

cently come into the class. 

“Are you looking forward to the time 
when you will see Christ?” I asked. 

“Oh, yes,” she replied quickly with a 
radiant smile. “Aren’t you?” 

What would have been your reply? 

Through the consecration and obedi- 
ence of the aged Apostle John, and the 
gracious goodness of our Lord, we have 
the privilege of looking into Heaven at 
a preview of “things which shall be 
hereafter.” 

“Come up hither, and I will shew 
thee” (Rev. 4:1), said the Heavenly 
Voice to John. (Eph. 2:6.) Let us pre- 
pare for this experience by reading re- 
sponsively the Twenty-fourth Psalm; 
then let us bow for a moment of prayer 
that God will be very near to us and 
open our eyes to “behold him and wor- 
ship.” 

Often we speak about Christ, our Me- 
diator, interceding for us beside the 
throne of God. In this lesson we see 
the throne with all the glory that sur- 
rounds it (Rev. 4:2-6); and we see, too, 
the Lamb of God who became our sin 
offering upon Calvary. 

What would you say to Him if you 
could talk face to face with the Lord 
Jesus? What do you say to Him when 
you pray? Those who worshiped Him 
in the lesson story praised Him for sal- 
vation that brought them victory dur- 
ing every earthly conflict as they put 
their confidence in Him, and for sal- 
vation that would endure “for ever and 
‘ever.” 

Do You Let Gop HELP You? 


When John saw the Lord in all His 
glorified loveliness, he must have re- 
membered all that Christ had meant to 
him through the years. Jesus had been 
a Friend to the fisherman who left his 
nets to follow; the risen Saviour had 
been an Instructor to the disciple who 
missed his Master; the ascended Re- 
deemer was now his Intercessor; and 
the Holy Spirit, abiding within John, 
was his Comforter and Source of help. 
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You, too, in any of your troubles, may 
“come up hither,” to the ever-ready 
Source of help. 

“Why do you preach about a Saviour 
and Helper? Why don’t you preach 
Christ, our Example?” a young man 
asked his pastor. 

“Suppose I should do that. Could you 
follow a mere Example? Could an Ex- 
ample satisfy your heart?” 

The young man blushed. 

“What you need, my boy,” the pastor 
continued, “is not an Example, but a 
Saviour, ‘the Lamb of God’ who will 
take away your sin, and give you power 
to follow Him.” 

What problem presses upon you and 
haunts? Have you experienced the 
power of God to help? The saints of 
our lesson had experienced greater 
trials, perhaps, than any you might en- 
dure today. In this scene they cele- 
brated victory made possible to them 
through Christ. The peace in their af- 
flicted hearts was not what “the world 
giveth” when an earthly armistice is 
signed. It was a “fruit of the Spirit” 
that goes beyond the understanding of 
the human mind, a peace that can keep 
hearts and minds forever stable and se- 
cure. 

“What you need, dear, is more of God,” 
a mother told a troubled daughter, and 
that is the great need of us all. 

When were the needs of these wor- 
shipers of John’s vision supplied? Their 
need was supplied while they worshiped 
and served the Christ they loved. As 
you worship Him, your need, too, may 
be supplied. 

Notebook Work: Peace is the “fruit 
of the Spirit” we study this week. Make 
a list of verses that speak of the peace 
that comes when you have placed your 
confidence in God (Judges 6:23; John 
14:27; Phil. 4:7). 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





[ Children at Home 





Little Potato 
A trve story 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


E LIKED potatoes very, very much, 

did this wee little black baby boy 
born in a tiny mud hut in far-away 
India. And because he was so very 
little and so very fond of potatoes they 
named him Chinna Gardadai (Little 
Potato). 

Now Little Potato. or Chinna Gardadai 
as we also shall call him, even when he 
was hardly more than a baby, had les- 
sons to learn. His father and mother 


were his teachers, and when he failed 
they would give him a “good beating 
up,” which made his wee body so sore 
that he always tried his hardest to learn. 
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But you will think it strange indeed 
when I tell you that his lessons con. 
sisted of learning to steal, and lie, and 
cheat without being caught. It was the 
getting caught that brought punishment, 

One day when Gardadai was about 
eight years old his father called him 
and said, “Chinna Gardadai, today is 
the festival to the great Smallpox God. 
dess, and you, my son, must go softly 
and quickly to old man Talaiba’s coco. 
nut grove and cut for me a coconut to 
offer to her. And,” he added sternly, 
“mind that you do not get caught, and 
see that you are back at the time you 
carry the sun on your head,” which 
meant at noontime. “Now do, do, do, 
do!” which meant to hurry. 

And how Chinna Gardadai did “do, do, 
do, do,” for the sun was already high up 
in the sky. But when he reached the 
grove it seemed full of saucy, chatter- 
ing monkeys and, like many another lit. 
tle boy, he forgot his errand. It was 
such fun watching those monkeys swing 
by their tails and make faces. He 
laughed and laughed as he watched 
them. Then suddenly he remembered 
his errand, and thought, too, of the 
“beating up” he would get if he failed 
to get home on time. In alarm he 
jumped to his feet and as nimbly as 
those noisy, chattering monkeys he be- 
gan his dizzy climb up, up one of the 
tall, slender palms to where the tempt- 
ing coconuts hung. Quickly he reached 
for his knife, but alas, in his haste he 
lost his balance and down, down, down 
he fell to the hard earth beneath. 

It was late in the afternoon when 
Chinna Gardadai regained conscious- 
ness and heard the clamor of many 
voices about him. 

“His arm is broken !” 

“Yes, yes. 
through the skin !” 

“Get the priest! 
priest !” 

At mention of the priest poor Chinna 
Gardadai shuddered. He knew what the 
priest would do. And again he shud- 
dered as he thought of the cure the priest 
would apply: powdered glass mixed 
with smarting, burning filth, or a red 
hot iron with which to bore a hole in 
the flesh so that the devil, which was 
causing the pain, could be driven out. 

“No, no,” he cried, “not the priest, but 
Atwell Doctor Sahib.” 

“No, not that dog of a Christian!” 
shouted the crowd. And so the priest 
was sent for and used just those reme- 
dies Gardadai had feared. Day by day 
the infection spread till at length the 
arm got so bad that the parents, who 
dearly loved their Chinna Gardadai, 
feared he was going to die. And then 
it was they listened to his pleadings 
to take him to the mission hospital and 
have Dr. Atwell tend him. 

Carefully, tenderly, Doctor Atwell ex- 
amined the arm that was now in an 
exceedingly serious condition. “If the 
arm is taken off here at the shoulder,” 
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he said, “I believe your little son will 
live. But unless this is done he can- 
not live.” 

At first the parents would not consent 
to this, but finally, as the arm grew 
worse and worse, and they became con- 
vinced that unless the operation was 
performed he would die, they consented 
to have it done. Slowly, after the op- 
eration, the wound began to heal, and 
the little patient began to regain 
strength. And finally he was well and 
strong enough to be taken home. 

But something far better than even his 
renewed health and strength had come to 
Chinna Gardadai and his parents also. 
Daily in the hospital they had heard the 
glad tidings of salvation through faith 
in Jesus “who loved us and gave him- 
self for us,” and they just believed that 
glorious message and opened up their 
hearts and let the blessed Saviour in, 
turning from their silly idols to worship 
the one and only true God. 

And Chinna Gardadai is so happy that 
he has learned to love our Saviour that 
everywhere he goes he tells others the 
“good words” he is learning from the 
“good Book.” And he says also that 
he is not sorry he lost his arm, for it 
was through the loss of his arm that he 
found the Lord Jesus. 


Paterson, N. J. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 21. I. The Place of Education in 
a Democracy. Prov. 16:16; Eccles. 2:26; 7: 
ll, 12; 1 Kings 3:7, 9; 4:29, 30. 


Sunday, September 14 


Help for Everyday Tasks 
(2 Tim. 2:15; Psa. 1:1-6; Matt. 25:21) 





Mon.—Warning against slothfulness (Prov. 
6:9-11). 

Tues.—Blessedness in daily needs (Luke 
6:20-23). 

Wed. — Perseverance in 
(Matt. 24:42-47). 

Thurs.—Faithfulness in little things (Luke 
16:9-13). 

Fri.—Victorious living (Rom. 12:9-14). 

Sat.—Conquering care (Phil. 4:10-13). 


watchfulness 











Dream not of noble service elsewhere 
wrought; 
The simple duty that awaits thy hand 
Is God’s voice uttering a divine command, 
Life’s common deeds build all that saints 
have thought. 
—Minot J. Savage. 


T IS said to be a rule in the Fran- 

ciscean Order that when a Brother 
has preached an unusually eloquent 
sermon, he shall be set next morning 
to paring potatoes for breakfast. 
Common, routine duties have a most 
healthy and _ beneficial function in 
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checking the pride that is so ready to 
spring up and grow in the human heart. 
But there is still another purpose in 
everyday and common tasks when they 
are well and faithfully done, —they 
prepare us for the uncommon tasks and 
for the unexpected. 
we 

Everyday routine duties take on a 
new meaning when there is vision. A 
man was walking about where a great 
project was under way. To one man he 
said, “What are you doing?” 

“Mixing cement,” came the reply. 

To another the visitor said, “And what 
are you doing?” 

“Carrying bricks,” 
sponse. 

Of still another worker the visitor 
asked, “And what are you doing?” 

“Why, I’m helping to build a cathedral,” 
came a happy, exuberant response. 


came the dull re- 


Which of the three workers do you 
suppose got the most joy out of his 
commonplace task? 

3 


As we saw last week, however, work 
merely for work’s sake is not enough. 
Commonplace duties can be very wear- 
ing when they are outside God’s plan 
for the life. When they are part of His 
plan, running a machine, mowing the 
lawn, washing dishes, or any daily task 
can and should be a real joy because 
it is done for Him. 

4 

Paul, the apostle, both taught and ex- 
emplified the dignity and honor of 
everyday tasks. In writing to the Thes- 
salonians he warned against those who 
refused to work, and called them “dis- 
orderly” and “busybodies.” Any such, 
who would not work, he said, should 
not eat (2 Thess. 3:10). When the oc- 
casion required, Paul did not hesitate 
to work, day after day, at the common 
task of tent making Grateful believers 
would have undoubtedly contributed to 
his support. But he preferred to sup- 
port himself and not be a burden upon 
them. 
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Young people especially need to guard 
against belittling or despising the 
routine duties of life. Of course it is 
thrilling to do the spectacular and the 
unusual, but we forget sometimes that 
few of us could stand the pace of al- 
ways doing the spectacular. Even the 
unusual, if done often enough, becomes 
commonplace. 

A certain young man engaged in work 
with boys could always be counted upon 
if the particular job given him brought 
him before the public eye. But his 
superior was keenly conscious that his 
most valuable assistance came, not from 
this young man, but from others less 
gifted, but who were willing to do the 
routine tasks, unseen and unapplauded. 


5) 4 

The Lord Jesus put His seal of ap- 
proval upon the little tasks done well, 
when He told of the man traveling into 
a far country who entrusted his servants 
with certain talents according to the sev- 
eral ability of each. Those who carried 
on, during his absence, the commonplace 
task of putting the money to use were 
commended by their master on his re- 
turn, when he said to each, “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant: thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” 
The lazy, slothful servant was con- 
demned and deprived of that which his 
lord had entrusted to him. 

9g 

This week’s topic on everyday tasks 
would be incomplete without some em- 
phasis upon the help that one routine 
duty may bring to all the others. Have 
you made it a part of your routine to 
read God’s Word and spend some time 
in prayer each day? If you have not, 
perhaps this is why the everyday tasks 
sometimes seem heavy. Get alone with 
God for a few moments each day and 
get His viewpoint. Then as Phillips 
Brooks once put it, “The doing of your 
work shall be no miracle, but you shall 
be a miracle. Every day you shall won- 
der at yourself, at the richness of life 
which has come in you, by the grace of 
God.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 8-14 


Mon.—Revelation 4:1-11. The Lord God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty.” God is the high- 
est object of thought and love. His 
existence accounts for Heaven and earth, 
and for all good both in time and eter- 
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nity. Man’s highest attainment is to 
know God through His revelation of 
Himself in Christ and in the Bible. An 
example of how the Bible helps us to 
worship God is given in this chapter of 
the Book of the Revelation. Pray for 
Potomac Bible College, 1316 Vermont 
Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C. 


Tues.—Isaiah 6:1-6. A Vision of God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I saw also the 
Lord.” The glory of God can be seen 
now only in the face of Jesus Christ. 
He said, “He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father” (John 14:9). “Neither 
doth any man know the Father, save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son 
willeth to reveal him” (Matt. 11:27, R. 
V.). The Gospel preached by the Holy 
Ghost, sent from Heaven, and present- 
ing the crucified Saviour, gives the soul 
a true vision of God. Isaian saw Christ 
(John 12:41) when he “saw . the 
Lord.” Note Revelation 1:17. Pray for 
Siloam School of the Bible, Siloam 
Springs, Ark. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 1:13-19. Invincible in God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am with thee, 
saith the Lord, to deliver thee.” God 
wills to strengthen those who look to 
Him in obedient: faith. His power only 
limited by His will is able to deliver 
us from all our foes. He is Lord of all. 
Life and death are in His hand. If He 
is our Friend we can laugh at calamities. 
Pray for Prairie Bible Institute, Three 
Hills, Alberta, Can. 


Thurs.—Jeremiah 17:5-8. Divine Security. 

PRAYER SvUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is the 
man that trusteth in the Lord.” God 
guards the feet of His saints. His eye 
is over them for good. It always shall 
be well with the righteous. They are 
the people God has blessed. Like trees 
planted by the rivers, secure from 
drought, and fruitful in an evil time, 
they flourish while sinners fail and de- 
cay. God is the strength of His people. 
Pray for the Washington School of the 
Bible, 307 D St., N. W., Washington, 
BD. C 


Fri.—Isaiah 40:27-31. A Source of Help. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He giveth power 
to the faint.” When our heart fails 
within us because of the troubles of life, 
God is a source of unfailing help. “They 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength.” Strange that so many 
troubled people forget the promises of 
God and prayer, the great means of 
bringing down His comfort and help. 
Relief is as near as praying faith. Pray 
for Omaha Bible Institute, 1040 Park 
Ave., Omaha, Nebr. 


Sat.—Psalm 27:1-3. The Strength of Life. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord is the 
strength of my life.” Our heart’s 
strength is not great. Unaided by the 
blessed Saviour we shall fall into temp- 
tations, sink under our burdens, and fail 
in our service. But Christ can make His 
strength perfect. in our weakness, and 


(Lesson for Sept. 14) Aug. 30, 1944 e 


enable us to be more than conquerorg, 
Pray for Providence Bible Institute, 109 
State St., Providence, R. I. 
Sun.—Deuteronomy 33:25-27. 
The Everlasting Arms, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Underneath are 
the everlasting arms.” A Negro sgpir. 
itual is titled: “Keep Me from Sinking 
Down.” God’s arms are strong and 
everlasting; and we find them under. 
neath us when we trust Him and believe 
to see the goodness of the Lord in the 
land of the living. Lean on the Lord 
Jesus. You will never sink lower than 
His arms. Pray for Cleveland Bible In- 
stitute, 3201 Cedar Ave., Cleveland, Ohio, 
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